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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attach ment(s) 




1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 


5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 


2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 


6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 




Paper No./Mail Date . 


3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 


7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 


Paper No./Mail Date 




4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 


8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 


of Biological Material 






9. □ Other . 




/JOHN G. WEISS/ 




Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 201 10323 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,935 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3688 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a personal interview 
with Aaron S. Haleva on Mar. 15/201 1 (See attached fax) . 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computerized method for rewarding use of a 
payment product by the payment product holder, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) issuing a payment product from an issuer to a holder, said payment 
product representing funds available to said holder, said payment product providing 
means of payment for at least one purchase transaction by said holder, 

(b) comparing said at least one purchase transaction using said payment 
product with pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria of said issuer to determine whether 
said at least one purchase transaction is a qualifying purchase transaction in 
compliance with said pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria, said comparing being 
performed by a data processor; 
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(c) calculating and storing a first value redeemable by said holder for at 
least one benefit based on said at least one purchase transaction when said at least 
one purchase transaction is a qualifying purchase transaction, said calculating and 
storing being performed by a data processor; 

(d) determining one or more travel distance associated with said qualifying 
purchase transaction and calculating and storing an add i t i ona l a second value 
redeemable by said holder for said at least one benefit based on said determined travel 
distances, said calculating and storing being performed by a data processor, and 

(e) providing access to said stored value and said stored additional value 
to said holder to facilitate redemption of at least a part of at least one of said first value 
and said add i t i ona l second value for oa i d at l oaot ono bonof i t , 

wherein said pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria provide that a qualified 
purchase transaction is a transaction in which a ticket or a travel pass for any of various 
authorized travel modes is purchased, said authorized travel modes including at least 
two of air, water, bus, vehicle and locomotive. 

2. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said payment 
product is at least one of a credit card, a debit card, a bank card, a smart card, and an 
automated teller machine card. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said qualifying 
purchase transaction includes the purchase of at least one of goods and services from 
any provider thereof. 
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4. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the 
step of presenting said at least one benefit for selection by said holder in a catalog 
including at least one of goods and services. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein said at least 
one benefit is selected from a provider of at least one of goods and services different 
from a provider of at least one of goods and services associated with said qualifying 
purchase transaction. 

6. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein said at least 
one benefit includes at least one of goods and services that are travel-related. 

7. (Original) The method according to claim 6, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel on a carrier of said holder's 
choosing. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 6, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel to a destination of said holder's 
choosing. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 6, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted lodging of said holder's choosing. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 4, wherein said catalog is 
provided over a global computer network. 

1 1 . (Original) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein said global 
computer network is the Internet. 
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1 2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of fulfilling a request by said holder to redeem said at least a part of 
at least one of said first value and said add i t i ona l second value for sa i d at l oast ono 
be n e f it 

1 3. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 2, wherein 
said step of fulfilling a request by said holder to redeem at least part of said at least one 
of said first value and said add i t i ona l second value for sa i d at l oast ono bonof i t is 
effected by at least one of said issuer and a fulfillment representative of said issuer. 

14. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of obtaining Level 3 Data associated with said qualifying purchase 
transaction, and wherein said step of determining a travel distance associated with said 
at least one travel ticket is based on said Level 3 Data. 

15. (Original) The method according to claim 14, wherein said Level 3 
Data is obtained together with transaction data associated with said qualifying purchase 
transaction. 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 14, wherein individual 
legs of a trip associated with each travel ticket purchased with said payment product are 
accounted for using said Level 3 Data. 

1 7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 2, wherein 
said value and said additional value are accruable in an accrued rewards value balance, 
and wherein said step of fulfilling a request by said holder to redeem said at least a part 
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of at least one of said first value and said add i t i onal second value for sa i d at l oast ono 
bonof i t is effected when said accrued rewards value balance is at least one of equal to 
and greater than a pre-selected threshold amount associated with said at least one 
benefit. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computerized method for effecting a 
rewards program based on use of a payment product, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

(a) retrieving payment product data associated with a payment product 
issued by an issuer to a holder, said payment product data including a holder 
identification and an accrued rewards value balance, 

(b) retrieving transaction data associated with at least one purchase 
transaction using said payment product, 

(c) comparing said transaction data against pre-defined rewards eligibility 
criteria to determine whether said at least one purchase transaction using said payment 
product is a qualifying purchase transaction in compliance with said pre-defined rewards 
eligibility criteria, said comparing being performed by a data processor, 

(d) calculating a first value redeemable by said holder for at least one 
benefit based on said at least one purchase transaction when said at least one 
purchase transaction using said payment product is a qualifying purchase transaction, 
said calculating being performed by a data processor, 

(e) retrieving travel-related purchase data associated with travel-related 
purchases included in said qualifying purchase transaction, 
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(f) determining from said travel-related purchase data one or more a travel 
distances associated with said qualifying purchase transaction and calculating an 
add i t i ona l a second value redeemable by said holder for said at least one benefit based 
on said determined travel distances, said determining and calculating being performed 
by a data processor, 

(f) updating said accrued rewards value balance based on at least one of 
said calculated first value and said calculated add i t i ona l second value, 

(g) comparing said accrued rewards value balance against a pre-selected 
threshold amount associated with said at least one benefit to ascertain whether said 
accrued rewards value balance is sufficient to entitle said holder to receive said at least 
one benefit, said comparing being performed by a data processor, and 

(h) providing said holder with access to said accrued rewards value 
balance to facilitate redemption of at least a part of said accrued rewards value balance 
for said at least one benefit, 

wherein said pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria provide that a qualified 
purchase transaction is a transaction in which a ticket or a travel pass for any of various 
authorized travel modes is purchased, said authorized travel modes including at least 
two of air, water, bus, vehicle and locomotive. 

19. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 18, further 
comprising the steps of receiving a request by said holder to redeem at least a part of 
said accrued rewards value balance for said at least one benefit, deducting any 
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redeemed first value and second add i tiona l value from said accrued rewards value 
balance, and fulfilling said request. 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 19, wherein said step of 
fulfilling said request is effected by at least one of said issuer and a fulfillment 
representative of said issuer. 

21 . (Original) The method according to claim 1 8, wherein said 
payment product is at least one of a credit card, a debit card, a bank card, a smart card, 
and an automated teller machine card. 

22. (Original) The method according to claim 18, wherein said 
qualifying purchase transaction includes the purchase of at least one of goods and 
services from any provider thereof. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 18, further 
comprising the step of presenting said at least one benefit for selection by said holder in 
a catalog including at least one of goods and services. 

24. (Original) The method according to claim 23, wherein said at least 
one benefit is selected from a provider of at least one of goods and services different 
from a provider of at least one of goods and services associated with said qualifying 
purchase transaction. 

25. (Original) The method according to claim 23, wherein said at least 
one benefit includes at least one of goods and services that are travel-related. 
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26. (Original) The method according to claim 25, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel on a carrier of said holder's 
choosing. 

27. (Original) The method according to claim 25, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel to a destination of said holder's 
choosing. 

28. (Original) The method according to claim 25, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted lodging of said holder's choosing. 

29. (Original) The method according to claim 23, wherein said catalog 
is provided over a global computer network. 

30. (Original) The method according to claim 29, wherein said global 
computer network is the Internet. 

31 . (Original) The method according to claim 1 8, wherein said travel- 
related purchase data is Level 3 Data. 

32. (Original) The method according to claim 31 , wherein individual 
legs of a trip associated with each travel ticket purchased with said payment product are 
accounted for using said Level 3 Data. 

33. (Currently Amended) A computerized system for rewarding use of 
a payment product by the payment product holder, the system comprising: 
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a payment product issued from an issuer to a holder, said payment 
product representing funds available to said holder, said payment product providing 
means of payment for at least one purchase transaction by said holder, 

at least one data processor adapted to (i) compare said at least one 
purchase transaction using said payment product with pre-defined rewards eligibility 
criteria of said issuer to determine whether said at least one purchase transaction is a 
qualifying purchase transaction in compliance with said pre-defined rewards eligibility 
criteria, (ii) calculate and store a first value redeemable by said holder for at least one 
benefit based on said at least one purchase transaction when said at least one 
purchase transaction is a qualifying purchase transaction, (iii) determine one or more 
travel distances associated with said qualifying purchase transaction, and calculate and 
store an add i t i ona l a second value redeemable by said holder for said at least one 
benefit based on said determined travel distances, and 

provide access to said stored first value and said stored add i t i ona l 
second value to said holder to facilitate redemption of at least a part of at least one of 
said first value and said add i t i ona l second value for sa i d at l oast ono bonof i t , 

wherein said pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria provide that a qualified 
purchase transaction is a transaction in which a ticket or a travel pass for any of various 
authorized travel modes is purchased, said authorized travel modes including at least 
two of air, water, bus, vehicle and locomotive. 
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34. (Original) The system according to claim 33, wherein said payment 
product is at least one of a credit card, a debit card, a bank card, a smart card, and an 
automated teller machine card. 

35. (Original) The system according to claim 33, wherein said 
qualifying purchase transaction includes the purchase of at least one of goods and 
services from any provider thereof. 

36. (Original) The system according to claim 33, further comprising a 
catalog including at least one of goods and services for presenting said at least one 
benefit for selection by said holder. 

37. (Original) The system according to claim 36, wherein said at least 
one benefit is selected from a provider of at least one of goods and services different 
from a provider of at least one of goods and services associated with said qualifying 
purchase transaction. 

38. (Original) The system according to claim 36, wherein said at least 
one benefit includes at least one of goods and services that are travel-related. 

39. (Original) The system according to claim 38, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel on a carrier of said holder's 
choosing. 

40. (Original) The system according to claim 38, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel to a destination of said holder's 
choosing. 
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41 . (Original) The system according to claim 38, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted lodging of said holder's choosing. 

42. (Original) The system according to claim 36, wherein said catalog 
is provided over a global computer network. 

43. (Original) The system according to claim 42, wherein said global 
computer network is the Internet. 

44-45. (Canceled) 

46. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 33, wherein 
said at least one data processor is adapted to receive and utilize Level 3 Data 
associated with said qualifying purchase transaction for determining said travel distance 
associated with said at least one travel ticket. 

47. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 46, wherein 
said at least one data processor is adapted to account for individual legs of a trip 
associated with each travel ticket purchased with said payment product using said Level 
3 Data. 

48. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 33, wherein 
said value and said additional value accumulated and unredeemed by said holder are 
stored in an accrued rewards value balance. 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Currently Amended) A computerized system for effecting a 
rewards program based on use of a payment product, the system comprising: 
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at least one data processor adapted to (i) retrieve payment product data 
associated with a payment product issued by an issuer to a holder, said payment 
product data including a holder identification and an accrued rewards value balance, 

(ii) retrieve transaction data associated with at least one purchase 
transaction using said payment product, 

(iii) compare said transaction data against pre-defined rewards eligibility 
criteria to determine whether said at least one purchase transaction using said payment 
product is a qualifying purchase transaction in compliance with said pre-defined rewards 
eligibility criteria, 

(iv) calculate a first value redeemable by said holder for at least one 
benefit based on said at least one purchase transaction when said at least one 
purchase transaction using said payment product is a qualifying purchase transaction, 

(v) retrieve travel-related purchase data associated with travel-related 
purchases included in said qualifying purchase transaction, 

(vi) determine one or more travel distances associated with said qualifying 
purchase transaction, and calculate and store an add i t i ona l a second value redeemable 
by said holder for said at least one benefit based on said determined travel distances, 

(vii) update said accrued rewards value balance based on at least one of 
said calculated first value and said calculated add i t i ona l second value, 

(viii) compare said accrued rewards value balance against a pre-selected 
threshold amount associated with said at least one benefit to ascertain whether said 
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accrued rewards value balance is sufficient to entitle said holder to receive said at least 
one benefit, and 

(ix) provide said holder with access to said accrued rewards value balance 
to facilitate redemption of at least a part of said accrued rewards value balance for said 
at least one benefit, 

wherein said pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria provide that a qualified 
purchase transaction is a transaction in which a ticket or a travel pass for any of various 
authorized travel modes is purchased, said authorized travel modes including at least 
two of air, water, bus, vehicle and locomotive. 

51-52. (Canceled) 

53. (Original) The system according to claim 50, wherein said payment 
product is at least one of a credit card, a debit card, a bank card, a smart card, and an 
automated teller machine card. 

54. (Original) The system according to claim 50, wherein said 
qualifying purchase transaction includes the purchase of at least one of goods and 
services from any provider thereof. 

55. (Original) The system according to claim 50, further comprising a 
catalog including at least one of goods and services for presenting said at least one 
benefit for selection by said holder. 

56. (Original) The system according to claim 55, wherein said at least 
one benefit is selected from a provider of at least one of goods and services different 
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from a provider of at least one of goods and services associated with said qualifying 
purchase transaction. 

57. (Original) The system according to claim 55, wherein said at least 
one benefit includes at least one of goods and services that are travel-related. 

58. (Original) The system according to claim 57, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel on a carrier of said holder's 
choosing. 

59. (Original) The system according to claim 57, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted travel to a destination of said holder's 
choosing. 

60. (Original) The system according to claim 57, wherein said at least 
one benefit is at least one of free and discounted lodging of said holder's choosing. 

61 . (Original) The system according to claim 55, wherein said catalog 
is provided over a global computer network. 

62. (Original) The system according to claim 61 , wherein said global 
computer network is the Internet. 

63. (Original) The system according to claim 50, wherein said travel- 
related purchase data is Level 3 Data. 

64. (Previously presented) The system according to claim 63, wherein 
said at least one data processor is adapted to account for individual legs of a trip 
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associated with each travel ticket purchased with said payment product using said Level 
3 Data. 

65. (Currently amended) A computer program product comprising a 
computer usable physical medium storing a computer executable program to: 

(a) compare at least one purchase transaction effected using a payment 
product issued to a holder from an issuer against pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria 
of said issuer to determine whether said at least one purchase transaction is a 
qualifying purchase transaction in compliance with said pre-defined rewards eligibility 
criteria, 

(b) calculate and store a first value redeemable by said holder for at least 
one benefit based on said at least one purchase transaction when said at least one 
purchase transaction is a qualifying purchase transaction, 

(c) determine one or more travel distances associated with said qualifying 
purchase transaction, and calculate and store an add i t i ona l a second value redeemable 
by said holder for said at least one benefit based on said determined travel distances, 
and 

(d) provide access to said value and said add i t i ona l second value to said 
holder to facilitate redemption of at least a part of at least one of said first value and 
said add i t i ona l second value for said at least one benefit, 

wherein said pre-defined rewards eligibility criteria provide that a qualified 
purchase transaction is a transaction in which a ticket or a travel pass for any of various 
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authorized travel modes is purchased, said authorized travel modes including at least 
two of air, water, bus, vehicle and locomotive. 

66. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 65, 
wherein said payment product is at least one of a credit card, a debit card, a bank card, 
a smart card, and an automated teller machine card. 

67. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 65, 
wherein said determination of said travel distance associated with said at least one 
travel ticket is based on Level 3 Data associated with said qualifying purchase 
transaction. 

68. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 67, 
wherein individual legs of a trip associated with each travel ticket purchased with said 
payment product are accounted for using said Level 3 Data. 

69. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 65, 
wherein said first value and said add i t i onal second value are accruable in an accrued 
rewards value balance, and wherein fulfillment of a request by said holder to redeem 
said at least a part of at least one of said first value and said add i t i ona l second value 
for sa i d at l oast ono bonof i t is effected when said accrued rewards value balance is at 
least one of equal to and greater than a pre-selected threshold amount assoc i atod w i th 
sa i d at l oast ono bonof i t . 

70. Canceled. 
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Reasons for allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding the claimed terms, the Examiner notes that a "general term must be 
understood in the context in which the inventor presents it." In re Glaug 283 F.3d 1335, 
1 340, 62 USPQ2d 1 1 51 , 1 1 54 (Fed. Cir. 2002). Therefore the Examiner must interpret 
the claimed terms as found on pages 1- 15 of the specification. Clearly almost all the 
general terms in the claims may have multiple meanings. So where a claim term "is 
susceptible to various meanings, ... the inventor's lexicography must prevail . . . ." Id. 
Using these definitions for the claims, the claimed invention was not reasonably found in 
the prior art. 

The closest prior art of record is 6,609,658 to Sehr. Sehr describes a travel 
system and method to be used thought the travel industry, including by passenger, 
providers of travel services and transportation. His system offers a payment product for 
a cardholder. However, Sehr fails to teach at least "determining one or more travel 
distances associated with said at least one qualifying purchase transaction by 
comparing the city of origin and the city of destination" or "calculating a number of 
redeemable rewards points for each of said determined travel distances, and not on the 
monetary value of the underlying qualifying purchases, and storing a value redeemable 
by said holder for at least one benefit based on the sum of said rewards points for Said 
determined travel distances". 
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Further, Sehr does not teach a reward system where the reward is a function of 
the distance associated with the purchased travel passage, irrespective of how much 
that passage for that distance cost. 

Moreover, Sehr does not teach a rewards system where points are calculated for 
each travel distance associated with each qualifying purchase, and summing those 
points to determine a benefit to the user. 

Moreover, the missing claimed elements from Sehr are not found in a reasonable 
number of reference(s). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure: 

"Alaska airlines and Rainier National Bank are joining forces to link 
frequent flyer mileage to purchases made on a new visa card". Business Editor/ 
travel writers. May 5, 1987. This article discuses a company that rewards travelers that 
use the Visa and receives miles credit for all the travel expenses such as airline tickets, 
hotels accommodation, car rentals and other purchases, and also in addition get credit 
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for the miles flown on the trip., when the requirements are met such as to use a visa 
card from Rainier Bank and book a fly with Alaska Airlines. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. VICTORIA VANDERHORST whose telephone 
number is (571)270-3604. The examiner can normally be reached on regular hours 
from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 571 272 6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/M. VICTORIA VANDERHORST/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3688 

Mar. 24/201 1 
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/JOHN G. WEISS/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



